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Abstract

The article deals with the issues related to development of the agrarian
foreign trade of the Czech Republic within the last decade. The objec-
tive of the contribution is to analyse development of the territorial and
commodity structure of the Czech agrarian export and import and to de-
termine the most important changes which happened in the course of the
analysed period. The article analyses development of the territorial and
commodity structure in relation to both Member States of the EU and
third countries. It follows from the outcomes that the commodity and
territorial structure of the Czech agrarian foreign trade is significantly
concentrated. Member States of the EU hold a dominant position both
from the point of view of the value of realized exports as well as imports.
A slightly higher share of third countries in imports as compared to
exports may be explained with the specific structure of the realized com-
modity structure. As regards development of the commodity structure,
it may be stated that it is very concentrated – when a few aggregations
comprise more than one half of the implemented sales turnover both with
respect to Member States of the EU and with respect to third countries.

Keywords: the Czech Republic, agrarian trade, commodity and ter-
ritorial structure, export, import, EU, third countries, crisis, value

Introduction

The agricultural sector represents a very important component of every func-
tional economy (Vološin et al. 2011). Agricultural products, be those that are
produced and subsequently consumed within a particular economy, or those
that are exported or imported on the contrary, are an important factor leading
to a stable development of a society as the whole (FAO 2009; Vošta 2011).
Within an economy such as the Czech Republic, the agricultural sector then
fulfils an important role in the area of securing supplies of the Temperate Zone
products for its own market (Valder et al. 2011). Nevertheless, taking into
account the existing development in the area of agriculture that we have been
able to study, the size of the agricultural sector has been significantly reduced
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over the last 20 years (Střeleček et al. 2011). Recently, the agricultural sector
is able to cover only 60 – 70% of the domestic consumption of products of the
Temperate Zone (MZe ČR 2010). It then follows from what has been stated
that the foreign trade with agricultural products plays a key role in the Czech
economy to a significant extent. Imports of agricultural and food products
do not cover only the domestic consumption of the Temperate Zone products
which the Czech Republic is not able to satisfy from domestic resources but
they also cover the demand for products with the origin in the Subtropical and
Tropical Zones which the Czech Republic is not able to produce at all because
of its own production conditions (Pohlová 2011). Taking into account the fact
that the demand for agricultural products has been constantly growing in the
Czech Republic (Štiková et al. 2009) and because the position of the domestic
agricultural sector and food industry has considerably deteriorated over the
last few years (Plašil et al. 2010), the fact that both the volume and especially
the value of agricultural imports have significantly increased in the last years
is not surprising. In this respect, it is all the more so admirable that, despite
having no conditions for a pro-export oriented agriculture, the Czech Republic
is able to export a volume of its own agricultural and food production which
is not negligible (Vološin 2011), and that the Czech Republic is also active in
the area of various other pro-export oriented activities related to reexporting
or improvement trading.

The Czech agricultural import has been growing very dynamically in the
past years (Bašek and Kraus 2009). The agricultural export value has also
grown to a not inconsiderable extent, thus preventing any extreme growth of a
trade deficit (Kraus 2008). Nevertheless, the fact must be emphasised that the
growth of the agricultural import value has been exceeding the growth of the
agricultural export value after all, which resulted in a breakthrough of the psy-
chological limit of the negative balance of the Czech agricultural foreign trade
to the level of CZK 30 billion (nearly USD 2 billion). The agrarian trade in
the past years was affected by a number of changes which have left their marks
on its current state, especially on the current form of not only the commodity
but also territorial structure (Pohlová 2010). The competitiveness of traded
commodities has also been significantly changing (Burianová 2010; Burianová
2011) in the past years both with respect to the export structure itself and
especially with respect to the market of Member States of the EU which are
the key business partners (Horská 2010) of the Czech Republic as regards agri-
cultural trade. While traditional products and also unprocessed products with
a limited degree of value added were winning their position within the commod-
ity structure at the beginning of the 1990s (Lukas and Poschl 2004), currently
the situation has improved slightly (Smutka and Belova 2011), which is proven
especially with developments in the area of prices per kilogram and the terms
of trade. Nevertheless, it is true that the structure of the agricultural export
of the Czech Republic has been significantly legging behind the structure of
the agrarian trade especially of the EU15 (Bojnec and Ferto 2009; Drabík and
Bártová 2008; Caetano and Galego 2006) export oriented countries.
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Materials and Methods

The text deals with the issues of development of the Czech agrarian foreign
trade with the aim to identify its commodity and territorial structure, espe-
cially any changes which occurred in the past years, both in the period of
pre-crisis development (2000–2008) and in the time of the crisis itself (2009),
and subsequently in 2010 when it was possible to see a gradual “recovery”
from the crisis of 2009. The article itself evaluates development of the Czech
agrarian trade not only from the point of view of its own structure and value
but also from the point of view of the general commodity trade of the Czech
Republic and also with respect to the global and EU foreign trades. As regards
methodology, the analysis deals not only with the development of the general
Czech agrarian trade but it also analyses the agrarian trade development with
respect to the EU27 countries, with a special attention given to the existing
differences between the development of the agrarian trade with respect to EU15
countries (old Member States – herein under only as EU15) and with respect
to new Member States (i.e. the states that accessed the EU in 2004 and 2007
– herein, the Member States are referred to only as EU12 countries). It is also
important to mention that from the analytical point of view, the whole text
(wherever the data enabled this) was drawn up with respect to the agrarian
trade development and other variables related thereto in the time framework
including the period of 2000 – 2010 (year 2011 was excluded from the analy-
sis because the published data do not represent definitive values representing
the agrarian trade development in the given year yet. On the basis of experi-
ence with estimates published by the Czech Statistical Office in the past years
which were adjusted many times, the authors decided to postpone the analysis
for 2011 and the drawn up text works with data until 2010).

The authors chose the UN COMTRADE database of the United Nations
Organisation as the main data resource for drawing up of their own paper.
The database was selected especially due to international comparison reasons
because the data characterizing global trade are processed on the basis of the
same methodology as the data characterizing the trade in the Czech Republic.
The selected database enables to follow development of the agricultural trade
commodity structure according to the Standard International Trade Classifi-
cation (SITC).

S3-00 Live animals S3-08 Animal feed stuff
S3-01 Meat, Meat preparations S3-09 Misc. edible products etc.
S3-02 Dairy products, Bird eggs S3-11 Beverages
S3-03 Fish, Crustaceans, Mollusc S3-12 Tobacco, Tobacco manufact.
S3-04 Cereals, Cereal preprtns. S3-41 Animal oils and fats
S3-05 Vegetables and fruit S3-42 Fixed veg. fats and oils
S3-06 Sugar, Sugr. preptns., Honey S3-43 Animal, veg. fats, oils, nes
S3-07 Coffee, Tea, Cocoa, Spices

The data obtained from the above specified database are processed from the
point of view of development of the respective value of the realized exchange
(in their current process in USD). The analysis itself deals with the issues of the
agrarian trade in the Czech Republic against the background of the agrarian
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trade in the world and in the EU countries. It has been drawn up on the basis
of the basic statistical characteristics such as the basic index, chain index and
the geometric mean.

Results and Discussion

The value of the Czech foreign trade has been continuously growing within
all the segments representing the commodity trade. The respective value of
Czech exports increased from about USD 30 billion to more than USD 125
billion during 2000 – 2010. As regards imports, the realized values increased
from USD 32 billion to more than USD 125 billion. The Czech foreign trade in
2000 – 2010 may be characterized with a different development as regards the
growth of the value of exports and imports in the period before accession to
the EU and in the period after accession to the EU. While in the period before
accession to the EU the value of imports was growing faster as compared to
the growth of the value of exports (which resulted into a trade deficit), in the
time after the Czecg Republic’s accession to the EU the dynamic of growth of
realized exports value increased, when the rate of growth of exports exceeded
the rate of growth of imports and the balance of the Czech foreign commodity
trade shifted to positive numbers during a very short time. The foreign trade
of the Czech Republic was developing in a very satisfactory manner during the
years of the general economic growth – especially in the period of 2001 – 2008.
The global crisis which affected the global economy in 2009 however had its
impact on the Czech trade too (interannually, the value of exports and imports
decreased by 23 or 26% respectively). The subsequent growth of contracts rea-
lized in 2010 was far from being high enough to compensate the decrease.

If we focus on the structure of the Czech foreign trade, we may state that the
trade with processed industrial products dominates it both as regards exports
and imports. The second position as regards realized values holds the trade
with fuels and raw materials. The trade with agricultural and food production
represents the least important segment of the Czech commodity trade as regards
realized values (Table 1 shows details of development of the value of the Czech
commodity trade).

The long-term share of the agrarian trade in the total value of the Czech
foreign trade is about five per cent. In the course of time, the Czech agrarian
foreign trade has changed its territorial structure, where trading with the EU27
countries currently makes up the dominant proportion; furthermore, the com-
modity structure of the realized trade has been restructured due to a gradual
growth of the value of processed products with a higher level of added value.
Another important change occurring in connection with the Czech agrarian
trade after accession to the EU is a significant growth of export dynamics,
when the growth of realized exports value has exceeded the growth of the
value of imports which has resulted in stabilization of the negative balance of
the Czech agrarian trade on the level of about USD 1.7 billion. It is interesting
that the share of the agrarian trade in the total commodity trade has begun
growing slightly because the rate of growth of the agrarian trade value exceeded
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the rate of growth of the total commodity trade in 2005 – 2008. In 2009, the
agrarian trade then proved its better ability to cope with the crisis when the
value of the realized exports or imports in the agrarian trade dropped only by
13% or 8% respectively as compared to the general commodity trade the value
of which decreased interannually, both in exports and imports, by the above
mentioned 23% or 26% respectively. The development is fully in accordance
with the fact that agricultural and food products belong among indispensable
products with a lower degree of elasticity in relation to the decrease of the
global economy and individual incomes.

An important specificity of the Czech agrarian trade is its considerable
orientation on the market of the EU27 countries. The countries participate
in the resulting realized value of the Czech agrarian trade with more than
85% (91% as regards export and 85% as regards import). The share of third
countries (for details on development of trade with third countries see Table
2) is currently marginal, with a long-term tendency to decrease, except for
imports of products of the tropical and subtropical character. Nevertheless,
also in the case of these products, it is the EU27 countries, playing the role
of a reexporter, that have got into a significant trade position. The following
Tables 2 and 3 show a detailed overview of the development of the commodity
structure of the Czech agrarian trade in the studied period.

Once again, it follows from the above stated data that the commodity struc-
ture is dominated by both exports and imports realized with respect to the
EU27 countries. Furthermore, the analysis suggests that the Czech agrarian
trade is significantly concentrated and that the process of its shaping, especially
as regards agrarian exports, has not yet been finished. Furthermore, it follows
from the individual data shown in the tables that products that have already
been processed or partially processed, thus having obtained a not insignifi-
cant value added, make up a significant proportion of agrarian imports. This
contrasts with development of the commodity structure of the Czech agrarian
export where unprocessed products with minimal prices per kilogram and a
limited value added still make up a high proportion (nevertheless, the data
characterizing the development after 2006 show some improvement when the
proportion of processed products and semi-finished products in the total export
exceeded at least 50%).

The following aggregations have been shaping as pillars of the Czech agrar-
ian export over a long period of time: milk, cream and milk products, products
from flour and cereals, alcoholic drinks, food preparations, tobacco products,
livestock, confections, feedstuff for animals, wheat and chocolate, and products
containing cocoa powder (in many cases, the fact that export of the products is
done under the management of multinational companies influences the signifi-
cant position within the export). The share of the above specified aggregations
in the Czech agrarian export is around 70%. The following items dominate in
the agrarian import: vegetables and products from vegetables, fruit and prod-
ucts from fruit, meat and meat products, milk and milk products, corn and
products from corn, coffee, cocoa, chocolate, feedstuff, food preparations, and
drinks. The share of the above mentioned aggregations in the total agrarian
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import exceeds 85%. It hence follows from what was mentioned herein above
that both export and import are highly concentrated to a limited number of
aggregations.

It follows from the analysis of exports that the growth rate of the value
of realized transactions has increased considerably after accession to the EU.
On the contrary, the rate of growth of the value of export to countries outside
the EU showed a significantly lower dynamics of growth. While as regards
exports to the EU countries, growth was detected for all studied aggregations,
in the case of exports outside the EU even a negative rate of development of
export values was detected for some aggregations. The most dynamically grow-
ing aggregates as regards exports to the EU countries in 2004 – 2008 included
(the figures stated in brackets represent the average interannual value growth
rate): hardened vegetable fats and oils (68.2%), tobacco and tobacco products
(45.5%), cereals (42.6%), milk and milk products (36.3%), feedstuff (34.5%),
meat and meat products (31.6%). In the case of the other aggregations, the
interannual growth rate in the studied period ranged from 3.9 – 26.3%. The
realized trade value for countries outside EU was also growing and the most
important growth of realized exports was detected with respect to the following
aggregations: hardened vegetable fats and oils (58.9%), meat and meat prod-
ucts (52.4%), livestock (51.8%), animal and vegetable greases and oils (40.7%).
The interannual growth rate for the other aggregations ranged from 1.8 – 23.9%.
The export of the fish and fish products and cereals aggregations even showed
a decrease in the value within the studied period as compared to the period
before accession to the EU.

As regards the growth of the agrarian import of the Czech Republic, it is ap-
propriate to state that a very dynamic growth of the value of imports from the
EU countries was generally registered after accession to the EU, especially in
the case of the following aggregations (the figures stated in brackets represent
the average interannual value growth rate in 2004–2008): livestock (45.4%),
meat and meat products (34.8%), milk and milk (29.8%), stimulants (26.5%),
cereals (26.4%), vegetables and fruit (22.6%) and drinks (20.1%). Generally, it
may then be stated that in the case of the other studied aggregations, growth
was detected ranging from 6 to 20%. As regards countries outside the Euro-
pean Union, in the same period, the most significant import growth dynamics
was detected for the following aggregations (once again, the figures stated in
brackets represent the average interannual value growth rate in 2004–2008):
drinks (27.1%), sugar and confections (26.7%), livestock (20.5%), fish and fish
products (20.2%), animal and vegetable fats and oils (18.9%) and fruit and veg-
etables (15.4%). As regards most of the other aggregations, the value growth
was detected, although not as dynamic as it had been with respect to the EU
countries (4 – 14%). There were three aggregations for which even a signif-
icant decrease in the realized value was detected as compared to the period
before accession to the EU. This also applied to imports: tobacco and tobacco
products, hardened fat and oils and milk and milk products.
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Impacts of the Crisis on the Commodity and Territorial Structure
of the Czech Agrarian Trade

The crisis of 2009 impacted the economy of the Czech Republic and its foreign
trade in a very significant manner, not excepting the trade with agricultural
products. As it has already been stated herein above, the agrarian trade of
the the Czech Republic decreased by more than ten per cent at the time of the
crisis, while the value of export related to the EU Member States decreased
more than the value of imports. As regards countries outside the EU, the
development was exactly reversing (export decreased less than import).

As regards Member States of the EU, the crisis impacted exports of all
aggregations, except for animal and vegetable fats and oils. The most dra-
matic decrease was detected in the case of exports of hardened fats and oils
(36%), feedstuff (29%), sugar and products containing sugar (23%), milk and
milk products (20%), fruit and vegetables (14%), stimulants (13.5%), livestock
(13.2%), food preparations (12%) and drinks (11%). For the most part, it was
then a decrease of aggregations that are important for the Czech Republic.
The crisis-generated decrease of exports related to countries outside the EU
was not so drastic. One half of aggregations even registered a growth of the
realized export value despite the crisis (sugar, tobacco products, fruit and veg-
etables, fats and oils, cereals, livestock, feedstuff and fish and fish products).
On the contrary, the most significant decrease of the value was registered for
the following aggregations: hardened vegetable fats and oils (90%), milk and
milk products (42%), animal oils and fats (38%), drinks (30%), meat and meat
products (20%), stimulants (7%).

As it has already been mentioned, the crisis did not affect only exports but
also imports. As regards Member States of the EU, the crisis affected imports
of the following aggregations most: cereals (15%), stimulants (13.5%), feed-
stuff (13%), animal fats and oils (12%), fish and fish products (10%), drinks
(10%); furthermore, a decrease was detected as regards milk and milk products,
food preparations and some specific fats and oils. On the contrary, despite the
crisis, imports were growing for: tobacco and tobacco products (35.5% – es-
pecially due to the influence of the growth of production of the Philip-Morris
tobacco concern), livestock (19.4%), vegetable fats and oils (14%), sugar (7%)
and meat and meat products (5.2%). As regards imports from third coun-
tries, the crisis impacted the majority of realized transactions within nearly all
the aggregations, except for animal and vegetable fats and oils, milk products
and food preparations. The most significant decrease of import was detected
in the case of the following aggregations: selected fats and oils (55%), sugar
(48%), feedstuff (36%), tobacco and tobacco products (34%), cereals (25%),
stimulants (23%), fruit and vegetables (20%), drinks (17%), meat and meat
products (11.6%) and fish and fish products (7.5%). Generally, it is hence
obvious that imports from countries outside the EU have dropped more signif-
icantly as compared to imports from Member States of the EU, probably due
to the effect of the Common Agricultural Policy and the Common Commercial
Policy of Member States of the EU.
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When analysing the decrease in the agrarian trade value in 2009, it must
be stated that the value of both the agrarian export and agrarian import did
not decrease only due to a decrease in the demand for agricultural products
because trading in them at the time of the crisis generally shows a low level of
elasticity, but the trade value decrease was especially influenced by a decrease in
the prices of agricultural commodities which suffered a significant fall especially
at the turn of 2008 and 2009 (FAO 2012).

Development of the Agrarian Trade in 2010

The year of 2010 was characterized by gradual renewal of the global economy
growth which was thus slowly “recovering” from the crisis of the previous year.
The agrarian trade in that year recorded global growth of its value; nevertheless
the growth was significantly lower as compared to the growth rate of the general
commodity trade. In the case of the agrarian trade of the the Czech Republic,
growth of the value of both export and, of course, import is apparent. The
growth was however not able to compensate the decrease of the value from the
previous year both as regards Member States of the EU and countries outside
the EU’s internal market. Generally, it may be stated that the Czech exports
to Member States of the EU in 2010 grew by 1.4% as compared to 2009. In
this respect, it was positive that the value of imports did not grow. In the
case of the trade with countries outside the EU, growth of the value of exports
and imports by 10.2% and 11.8% respectively was registered. In this respect,
it is obvious that the trade with third countries, which is, to a considerable
extent, based on exports of products with a higher value added on one hand
and imports of specific products which the market of the Czech Republic is not
able to produce on the other hand showed a considerably better ability to cope
with impacts of the crisis as compared to the market of Member States of the
EU, which, subsequently after the crisis had subsided, fell into other problems
related to the imbalance of its own fiscal and monetary policy.

Generally, it may be stated that most prosperous with respect to Member
States of the EU in 2010 was the export within the following aggregations (the
interannual value increase is stated in the brackets): vegetable fats and oils
(150%), feedstuff (39%), vegetables and fruit (13.3%), tobacco and tobacco
products (11.5%), sugar (8.1%) and stimulants (7.9%). Growth ranging from
1.2% to 6.6% was registered for other aggregations. On the contrary, negative
development of the value of export to Member States of the EU in 2010 was
registered for livestock (-6.7%), drinks (7%), cereals (-13%), food preparations
(-20%) and selected animal fats and oils (-70%). As regards countries out-
side the EU, the year of 2010 was characterized by growth of the value of the
following aggregations: meat and meat products (133%), feedstuff (52%), live-
stock (42%), milk and milk products (35.6%), cereals (11.8%), sugar (3.3%)
and drinks (3.1%). A decrease of the export to third countries in 2010 was
contrariwise registered in the case of all the other aggregations, while the most
noticeable decrease was in the case of animal and vegetable fats and oils, to-
bacco and tobacco products and stimulants.
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As regards import, we may once again state that there are certain differ-
ences between development of the value of imports from the EU countries and
from countries outside the EU. If we analyse development of the commodity
structure of imports from Member States of the EU, we find out that imports
in 2010 grew most dynamically (the interannual growth rate is given in the
brackets) in the following cases: vegetables and fruit (8.3%), tobacco and to-
bacco products (7.3%) and milk and milk products (5.8%). Growth (about
1%) was also detected in the case of cereals, meat and meat products and
food preparations. On the contrary, a significant decrease of imports was de-
tected in the case of vegetable and animal fats and oils (in the range of 10 –
35% according to the type), livestock (about 18%). The value of imports from
countries outside the EU was developing in a more dynamic manner as com-
pared to Member States of the EU. The growth of imports was registered in
the case of 10 out of the 15 studied aggregations. The most significant growth
was charged to the account of the following aggregations: vegetable fats and
oils (16 – 85%), tobacco and tobacco products (47%), feedstuff (41.5%), veg-
etables and fruits (15.7%), stimulants (13.6%), sugar and products containing
sugar (10.5%) and fish and fish products (8.4%). A decrease in the value of
imports from countries outside the EU then occurred in the case of especially
the following imports: livestock (-20%), cereals (-10%), drinks (4%) and meat
and meat products (3.2%).

The above specified development explains the significantly higher dynamics
of the growth of the negative balance of the agricultural foreign trade with
respect to third countries as compared to Member States of the EU in 2010.
Furthermore, it is obvious that the crisis led rather to damping of demand
for processed food products (the majority of which come from the EU coun-
tries) and, contrariwise, the trade with unprocessed agricultural production or
agricultural production which had been processed only to a minimum extent
was affected by the crisis only marginally (the production is then the subject
matter of the major part of the trade exactly from countries outside the EU).
As regards the growth of the value of agrarian trade in 2010, it is appropri-
ate to mention, as it was mentioned with respect to 2009, that development
of the value of contracts realized both in export and import transactions was
influenced rather by the growth of prices of traded goods than by the growth
of volumes of concluded transactions. Graph 1 clearly shows that the prices of
food started to grow once again in 2010 and subsequently the growth was even
more manifested through the value of contracts concluded in 2011.

Development of the Commodity Structure of the Czech Agrarian
Trade with Respect to Member States of the EU

The subsequent part of the text deals with the issues of mutual trade with
agricultural food products which is realized between the Czech Republic and
individual Member States of the EU which is the most important trading part-
ner of the Czech Republic (for details see Table 4). The table stated herein
below contain data about development of the agrarian export and import in
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2000 – 2010. The table contain data not only about bilateral trade between the
Czech Rrepublic and individual Member States of the EU but, for comparison
reasons, there are also presented data about development of agrarian export
and import as regards all trading partners and also groups of the EU15 and
EU12 countries.

Generally, it follows from the presented data that in the long-term per-
spective the most important trading partners of the Czech Republic as regards
exports are the following countries: the Slovak Republic, Germany, Poland,
Hungary, Austria, Italy, Great Britain, France and the Netherlands. In 2005 –
2010 alone, the countries participated in the Czech agrarian export with 80%
(in the case of trading only with the EU27 countries, their share reached even
90%). As regards agrarian import, the most important partner countries were
as follows: Germany, Poland, Slovakia, Italy, the Netherlands, Spain, Austria,
Hungary, France and Belgium. The share of these countries in the total value of
agrarian imports directed to the Czech Republic achieved about 75% in 2005–
2010 alone. As regards imports realized only from the EU27 countries, the
contribution of the above mentioned countries oscillates on the level of 90% or
more. If, besides the share of individual Member States, we are also interested
in the dynamics of growth of the value of realized transactions, then the fol-
lowing may be stated: At the time after accession of the Czech Republic to the
EU, the Czech Republic showed the highest dynamics of growth of its agrarian
export with respect to the following partner countries: Portugal, Luxembourg,
Cyprus, Italy, Sweden, Malta, Ireland, France, Denmark and Romania. The
growth rate of the value of agrarian export to our traditionally strong export
destinations was under the average of the EU27 countries in its majority. As
regards the agrarian import in the same period, the highest dynamics of the
value growth was shown in the case of the following partner countries: Por-
tugal, Romania, Poland, Ireland, Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg and
Austria. The share of our traditionally strong import partners was under the
average of the EU27 countries, except for Poland and Austria, as it was in the
case of exports.

It follows from what was mentioned herein above that as regards the growth
dynamics of the Czech agrarian trade, the statuses of the EU12 and EU15 coun-
tries differ. In the case of the agrarian export it is obvious that the growth rate
of realized transactions is higher as regards the EU15 countries as compared to
the EU12 countries.

If we are interested in the impact of the crisis on the territorial structure
of the Czech agrarian export and import as regards Member States of the
EU, the following may be stated: as regards exports, the crisis of 2009 most
impacted trading with the following partners (a change of the value in per-
cent): Poland (-28%), Lithuania (-24.5%), Finland (-23.3%), Greece (-21.7%),
Bulgaria (-21.3%), Hungary (-20%), Estonia (-17.4%), Slovakia (-15.2%), the
Netherlands (-10.4%). In the case of other countries, a decrease of the value of
exports was detected up to 10% (Spain, Great Britain, Slovenia, Austria, Den-
mark, and Romania). Contrariwise, the crisis of 2009 had no negative impact
on exports to the following countries: Luxembourg, Malta, Ireland, Latvia,
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Portugal, France, Cyprus, Belgium and Sweden. In the case of the first four
mentioned countries, even a record increase of the trade value was detected
despite the crisis: Luxembourg about 695%, Malta about 600%, (and Ireland
about 62.8%, and Latvia about 51.3%. If we concentrate on development in the
area of the territorial structure of agrarian exports in a more detailed manner,
it may be stated that the crisis most significantly impacted exports from new
Member States of the EU (a decrease by 17.7%) and contrariwise the export to
the EU15 countries was influenced to a minimum extent (a decrease by 6.6%).

The following year of 2010 was then characterized with a renewed growth
of the value of realized exports. While in 2009, the value of exports to 17 out
of 27 Member States of the EU decreased interannually as compared to 2008,
in 2010, an interannual increase of the value of realized exports was recorded
with respect to 14 out of 27 Member States of the EU. Nevertheless, it is
important to emphasize that hardly one tenth of the decrease of the value of
exports in 2009 was compensated with their increase in 2010 (while as regards
Member States of the EU, there was the decrease by more than 12.4% in
2009 and the increase of the value of exports in 2010 achieved only 1.4%).
If we focus on the dynamics of development of the value of exports in 2010,
it may be stated that the export which was growing most dynamically was
export to the following Member States of the EU: Luxembourg (347%), Cyprus
(137%), Portugal (61%), Bulgaria (56.3%), Slovenia (55.6%), Spain (32%),
Lithuania 26%), Austria (13.1%), Ireland (12.9%), and growth of the value of
exports up to ten per cent was also recorded with respect to Poland, Slovakia,
France, Denmark and Belgium. Contrariwise, a decrease of the value of exports
was recorded in 2010 as regards the following cases: the Netherlands, Italy,
Hungary, Germany, Estonia, Great Britain, Romania, Sweden, Greece, Latvia,
Finland and Malta. In this case, it follows from the results that export to the
EU12 countries in 2010 showed better development as compared to export to
the EU15 countries. While the export to EU12 grew by 6.8% interannually, in
the case of the EU15 countries the value of realized trade decreased by about
3.8%.

If we turn our attention from agrarian export to agrarian import, the fol-
lowing may be stated about the development of its territorial structure with
respect to the EU27 countries: in 2009, the Czech agrarian import was con-
siderably subdued. In the interannual comparison, its total value decreased by
about 7.7%, a decrease by about 5.6% was then related to Member States of
the EU, while a more significant decrease was recorded in the case of imports
from the EU15 countries (-7.4%). In the case of the EU12 countries, imports
decreased only by 1.8%. In common with agrarian export, the following year
of 2010 brought about revival when the value of the total import increased by
1.5% interannually. However, the growth was not high enough to compensate
the decrease from the previous year. A relatively interesting finding concern-
ing the territorial structure of the Czech agrarian import with respect to the
EU15 and EU12 countries is that in 2010 the development swapped as regards
the value of agrarian import in the case of the EU12 and EU15 countries as
compared to 2009. In the case of the EU15 countries, growth of the value of
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imports by about 1.3%, contrariwise, a decrease by about 2.8% occurred for the
EU12 countries. If we focus on development of imports from individual Mem-
ber States of the EU to the Czech Republic in 2009 and subsequently in 2010,
the following may be stated: in 2009, the value of imports decreased in the case
of 17 out of 27 countries (arranged in the order from the most significant de-
crease to the least significant decrease: Malta, Cyprus, Greece, Sweden, Great
Britain, Finland, Latvia, Italy, Romania, Austria, the Netherlands, Hungary,
Bulgaria, Germany, Slovakia, Estonia, and Spain). Contrariwise, in the other
Member States of the EU was recorded growth of the value of imports. The
trend then reversed in the subsequent year of 2010, when the value of agrarian
import started to increase once again for the majority of Member States of
the EU. The value growth was obvious for 13 out of 27 studied countries. A
decrease was recorded only in the case of the following countries: Finland, Es-
tonia, Slovakia, Latvia, Ireland, Denmark, Spain, Hungary, Austria, Portugal,
Poland, Sweden and Germany.

Conslusion

It follows from the results of the executed analysis that the Czech Republic
has been becoming more dependent on the agrarian trade with the EU27 coun-
tries. As regards third countries, the trend of stagnation of mutual commercial
exchange has been more or less continuing. Although the value of the real-
ized agrarian trade has been growing dynamically, we have to state that the
negative balance of the agrarian trade has not managed to be decreased over
a long period of time because the growth rate of agrarian export is very close
to the rate of growth of agrarian import. Over a long period of time, the
most important trading partners of the Czech Republic are Germany, Slovakia,
Poland, Hungary, Austria, i.e. the countries that are immediate neighbours
of the Czech Republic. Generally, it may be stated that both the commodity
and territorial structure of the Czech agrarian trade are very concentrated and
not too much diversified. The ten most important aggregations of the Czech
agrarian trade contribute more than one half to agrarian export and import.
Another problem of the Czech agrarian trade is a significant difference as re-
gards prices per kilogram applied in the case of realized export and import
operations. Generally, it may be stated that prices per kilogram of realized
imports exceed the prices per kilogram of realized exports due to a higher level
of the value added included in the imported commodities. From the point of
view of the future development of the Czech agrarian trade, it may be stated
that because the Czech agricultural sector, especially the livestock production,
has been considerably suffering under the pressure of the foreign competition,
the trend of decreasing self-sufficiency of the Czech Republic in the area of agri-
cultural production typical for the temperate zone will continue. The trend is
sure to result in growth of not only the volume but also the value of imported
commodities. The Czech Republic may withstand this trend only by means of
a growing share of products with a higher level of added value within realized
agrarian exports. It may be nevertheless expected that the negative balance of
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agrarian trade will deepen even more during the upcoming years. To a certain
extent, this will also be influenced with growing prices of food both on the
European and global market. The crisis from 2009 affected the Czech agrarian
trade only to a limited extent. Also both exports and imports were reduced,
their decrease was however not so dramatic as compared to the decrease of the
foreign trade operations concerning for example processed industrial products.
Agrarian trade showed a lower level of sensitivity with respect to fluctuations
on the global market, which is fully in accordance with the general character-
istics related to agricultural and food goods, having an unmistakable position
from the point of view of a consumer.

If we focus on the changes that occurred during the past decade within the
territorial structure of the Czech agrarian export and import, it may be stated
that export and import to Member States of the EU have been strengthening
significantly. The trend of the constant growth of the share of Member States
of the EU in the value of export and import was interrupted only with the
onset of the global crisis at the end of the studied decade. If we focus on the
structure of exports and imports in more detail, we will find out that, as regards
exports, both the new and old Member States of the EU participate equally
in the commodity structure of the Czech agrarian export. This is however not
the case for agrarian import because the share of the EU15 countries exceeds
the share of the EU12 countries by more than twofold. As regards individual
Member States, it may then be stated that as regards the above mentioned
most important trading partners the territorial structure of realized trades has
not been changing in any significant manner. If any changes occur, they rather
concern the order of less important partners, where either a larger number of
less important transactions or, vice versa, only several transactions of a larger
scope, which however have a one-off character, are sufficient for impacting the
share of the countries or overcoming a share of another country, also as regards
the value.

The commodity structure of the Czech agrarian export and import shows
a significant stability over time. In the long-run, the most important items of
the Czech agrarian export include milk and milk products, drinks, cereals, and
tobacco and tobacco products (as regards third countries, the share of export
of sugar and products containing sugar and also export of fruit and vegetables
and selected food preparations is not insignificant either).

On the other hand the pillars of imports are the following: fruit, vegeta-
bles, meat and meat products, milk and milk products, stimulants and food
preparations (especially with respect to the EU countries). As regards coun-
tries outside the EU, then it may be stated that the commodity structure was
substantially influenced at the time of preparations of the Czech Republic for
EU accession and furthermore as a result of accomplished the Czech Republic’s
accession to the EU.

Hence, the crisis of 2009 had a minimal impact on the commodity structure
of imports from third countries. Currently, imports of fruit and vegetables
are at the forefront as regards third countries, followed by imports of meat
and meat products, fish and fish products, stimulants and last, but not least
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food preparations also. A higher proportion of third countries in the territo-
rial structure of the Czech import as compared to the Czech export structure
is explained exactly by the realized commodity structure because the Czech
Republic imports many products from these countries which it is not able to
produce on its own and even the market of the EU countries is not self-sufficient
as regards their production.

With respect to the development of the value of Czech agrarian exports and
imports in the years before the crisis (the periods of 2000-2004 and 2005–2008),
it may be stated that the Czech agrarian export or import, as the case may be,
were able to maintain a high rate of growth of their own value, in comparison
with trade development as regards both the market of the EU countries and
the global market. In the studied periods, the Czech agrarian export was
growing by 18.5% and 26.2% on average every year, and the agrarian import
was growing by about 20.3% and 21.4% annually – which are very good results,
taking into account development of the value of the global market (9.9% and
15%) and the EU market (12.8% and 13.3%), especially from the point of view
of realized export. The global economy crisis then also impacted the agrarian
market, not excepting the Czech agrarian trade. Agrarian exports and imports
were reduced by about 12.5% or 7.7% respectively. The development then
fully corresponded to the development on the global and European market
(a decrease of the agrarian trade by 10.7% or 10.6% respectively). In the
subsequent year of 2010, when the trade growth was gradually renewed, the
agrarian trade of CR reacted with interannual growth of the realized value
by 2.1% for exports and by 1.5% for imports. In this respect, it must be
however stated that the renewed rate of growth of the value of the agrarian
trade did not reach the level of the interannual growth of the global agrarian
trade (10.3% – the high growth is given especially by the sharp growth of the
prices of agricultural commodities on the global market. The fact is then in
full accordance with the development on the internal market of the EU where
the value of the trade with agricultural products also grew minimally in 2010
(3.1% – lower rate of growth of trade in Member States of the EU is given
by its isolation from the global market through the implemented Common
Agricultural Policy and the Common Commercial Policy of the EU). Hence,
the growth of prices on the global market was not fully reflected in the growth
of prices on the internal market of the EU, where the prices had been lower in
comparison with the global market even before the crisis, and the global market
only started catching up with the prices of the internal market of the EU, failing
however to even them up by far until now. As regards the development of the
Czech agrarian export, it is appropriate to state that it has even not achieved
the level of the mentioned growth value of the agrarian trade of Member States
of the EU; hence, it follows that the dynamic drive which had been driving the
growth of the Czech agrarian trade before accession to the EU and especially
at the time after accession to the EU has been exhausted already and it may
be expected in the upcoming years that the Czech agrarian trade will more or
less copy the development on the market of the EU countries.
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Vývoj agrárního zahraničního obchodu České re-
publiky v letech 2000 – 2010

Zpracovaný článek se věnuje problematice vývoje agrárního zahraničního ob-
chodu České republiky v rámci poslední vývojové dekády. Cílem příspěvku je
analyzovat vývoj v oblasti teritoriální a komoditní struktury českého agrárního
exportu a importu a vymezit nejvýznamnější změny, které nastaly v průběhu
sledovaného období. Článek v tomto ohledu analyzuje vývoj teritoriální a ko-
moditní struktury a to jak ve vztahu k zemím EU, tak i ve vztahu ke třetím
zemím. Z výsledků vyplývá, že komoditní a teritoriální struktura českého agrár-
ního zahraničního obchodu je výrazně koncentrovaná. Země EU dominují jak
z hlediska hodnoty realizovaných exportů, tak i importů. O něco vyšší podíl
třetích zemí na importech v porovnání s exporty lze vysvětlit specifickou sklad-
bou realizované komoditní struktury. Ve vztahu k vývoji komoditní struktury
lze uvést, že ta je velmi koncentrovaná – několik málo agregací tvoří více než
polovinu realizovaného obratu obchodu a to jak ve vztahu k zemím EU, tak
i ve vztahu ke třetím zemím.
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